
AN ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT TO THE BEDFORD GAZETTE, BEDFORD COUNTY, PA

• Reader’s Choice Awards 89.7
• HSMAI Adrian Awards Gala 2013
• Mid-Atlantic Events
• Baltimore Post-Examiner Omni One of the Best
• Philly.com - The Street
• Boston.com - National Breast Cancer Awareness Month
• Excellence in Business (large) Award 2012
• Golfweek’s Best Course in PA
• Travel + Leisure’s Top 500 Resorts for 2011 & 2012
• Travel + Leisure’s 2012 World’s Best Values list, #7 top Hotels for

Value Overall and #1 in US and Canada
• 2011 SpaFinder Reader’s Choice Award for the Best Mineral 

or Thermal Springs
• Travel + Leisure’s World’s Best list ranking #62 for Top 100 Overall

Hotels, #8 for Top US/Canada Resorts, #5 for Top Overall Hotel
Spas in the World and #2 for Top US Hotel Spas

• TripAdvisor’s Top 10 Relaxation/Spa Hotels in the US in its 2010
Travelers’ Choice Awards

• Bedford Springs Old Course was named to Golfweek’s Best Resort
Courses for 2010

• One of the Top 10 Spas in the World to have gone Local -
Sherman Travel Magazine, Fall of 2009

• “2009 National Preservation Honor Award” from the National
Trust for Historic Preservation

• Omni Bedford Springs Resort is a four-diamond resort
• Zagat named the Old Course at Bedford Springs “One of the best

golf courses in America for 2009/2010”
• Top 10 Relaxation Spa Hotels in the US by TripAdvisor’s Travel’s

Choice 2010
• Celebrated Living named the Bedford Springs Old Course one 

of the top US Golf Courses for 2009
• Member, Historic Hotels of America
• National Historic Landmark

Named by the National
Trust for Historic

Preservation to the 
Top 10 Main Streets 

In America

OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT & SPA AWARDSOMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT & SPA AWARDS
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Omni UnderstandsOmni Understands

The legendary Omni Bedford Springs Resort makes every
effort to stay local. Our first choice for all our operational
needs is to source from Bedford County vendors or suppliers
within the state of Pennsylvania.We are proud to support
local progress & industry.
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BACKSTAGE
ALPACA

JENNIFER FORD, OWNER

WHAT DOES BEING A MEMBER
OF DBI MEAN TO YOU?

It means I can be a part of a very
dynamic group that successfully pro-
motes business and events and commu-
nity spirit in downtown Bedford.

WHAT MAKES YOUR
BUSINESS UNIQUE?

The product that I offer is very dis-
tinctive. I have my business in Bedford
because I feel it’s one of very few towns
in the state or region that provides the
perfect confluence of elements for me
to have a successful business. I carry a
high-end, luxury product and because
of the types of visitors we get in down-
town Bedford — visitors who appreci-
ate quality and luxury — I can do well.
There are very few towns that could
support this type of business, but
Bedford can. Alpaca is geared toward
Fall and Winter but because of the type
of visitors we get here, I can keep my
business open all year long.

YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE:
When the water rises everybody ben-

efits.We are working together to
expand and strengthen Bedford’s offer-
ings in arts and heritage tourism and
that will bring more and more people
to town and make Bedford even more
exciting to visit.Therefore, elevating all
of the businesses downtown.

By Harry Zimbler
For The Gazette

It was the best of times. It
was the worst of time. Not
Dickens’ world, but the road

to the rebirth of the Bedford
Springs Resort after it sat idle
for 17 years. There was hope.
There was skepticism. There
was hard work. There was good
fortune. The financial risks
were enormous, and a new chal-
lenge waited around every cor-
ner.

Following the flood of 1986,
many people in Bedford County
saw it as the death knell for the
Bedford Springs Resort. Yet
despite the serious doubts, there
was a group of visionaries - true
believers that the historic prop-
erty would once again welcome
guests.

Perhaps no one individual
had a stronger belief in the
Springs’ renaissance than State
Senator Robert Jubelirer. He
never gave up and was deter-
mined to see the project move
forward. “He was a true believ-
er,” said David Atkinson, long
time aide to the Senator. “Some-
times we worked just to create a
sense of hope.

The first serious attempt to
bring the resort back to life
came when the Pittsburgh Sym-
phony considered the facility for
its summer residence. It was
going to rival Tanglewood.

Unfortunately, that project
never came to fruition as it fell
apart in the 11th hour.
Governors Robert Casey and
Tom Ridge supported the proj-
ect, but it was in 2002, when
Governor Schweiker announced
that the project would receive
$16 million in redevelopment
funding that the project picked
up legitimacy. It was an
announcement that changed the
course of the entire redevelop-
ment. 

Texas businessman Mark
Langdale, who was named
Ambassador to Costa Rica in
the middle of the Bedford
Springs project, sought
investors and leveraged the
state dollars.

The Bedford County Develop-
ment Association played a key
role in moving the Springs proj-
ect forward as the responsible
agency for the state investment.
In addition, the BCDA staff and

board worked with the local
community and helped Lang-
dale facilitate the investment
process.

As one of the most significant
economic development projects
ever attempted in Bedford
County, the rebirth of the Bed-
ford Springs required tremen-
dous cooperation and partner-
ships between federal, state,
and local officials as well as
with the private sector. 

The BCDA played a key role
in establishing the necessary
partnerships required by the
project.

“A project as complex and far-
reaching as the Bedford

Springs, requires mutual
respect and cooperation
between many different enti-
ties,” said Slayton. “We were
very fortunate to receive that
cooperation every step along the
way.”

As the project became more
and more possible, there was
still a constant struggle to nego-
tiate between the need to pre-
serve the historic structure
while creating a viable, modern
resort.

According to Atkinson, Gover-
nor Ed Rendell was immensely
helpful in keeping the project
moving forward. “We had to go
to the well several times. And

Governor Rendell was always
willing to help.”

Slayton noted that there were
many heroes in the process of
restoring Bedford Springs to its
place as a world-class destina-
tion.

The late Jim Petrarca, for
example, was an exceptionally
dedicated volunteer working for
the redevelopment authority.
He was a strong champion for
the project.

Bill Defibaugh preserved the
history of the building, and later
added great value by returning
the photos, mementoes and fur-
nishings to the Springs.
—Continued on Page 10

Rebirth of Bedford Springs Resort
… it’s been a long and winding road

Above is the Omni Bedford Springs Resort as it appears today, and, below, is the
Springs as it appeared in 2004.
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DISTRIBUTION CENTER #6047

Tom Burchfield, General Manager

“for 
another 

year 
of success 
in 2013”

Continuing the 
Tradition of Excellence

376 Industrial Blvd. • Everett, PA 15537

Phone (814) 652-2397 • Fax (814) 652-9235

When it comes to stone fabrication, the common applications of kitchen countertops,

vanities and flooring often come to mind. At BC Stone®, we believe that beautiful stone

can give interest and even grandeur in other creative ways, too. In fact, we have been

applying artistic finesse and expertise to unique projects all along. We have created

many works of art made from stone utilizing water jet cutting and laser etching.

The Benefits of Working with BC Stone

• Highly Skilled - talented team of craftsmen who are

trained and evaluated regularly in order to strengthen

their skills.

• Capable - big enough to handle high-volume work,

small enough to provide personal attention to each 

project and client

• Connected - network of quality suppliers plus in-house

inventory of slabs available for you and your clients

• Reliable - detail-oriented through all phases of a 

project - from evaluation and estimating to fabrication

and installation - all on time with no surprises

• Flexible - work with you to handle project modifications,

timeline changes, and more

• Technology-Minded - the right mix of tested, proven

equipment to allow for speed, precision and quality 

without sacrificing craft and creativity

The beauty is in the details.

And that’s why more and more residential and business

customers are turning to BC Stone. We’re not like “mass

production” businesses that opt for standardized 

processes with little regard for your personal style or the 

intricacies of the stone. Instead, BC Stone is dedicated

to ensuring that every aspect of your important work is 

handled with proper attention and expertise. After all, we

are working on a custom creation that will be in your

home for many years to come. It deserves an 

investment of professional craftsmanship.

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILING

BATH AND POWDER ROOMS

CUSTOM FURNITURE TOPS

FIREPLACES
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GIGI’S
GLORIA SMOUSE, OWNER

WHAT DOES BEING A MEMBER
OF DBI MEAN TO YOU?

It means going from being an individ-
ual business to a family of businesses. I
feel like we’re not in it alone and there’s
any number of people you can go to.
Somebody always has your back.There’s
strength in numbers.

WHAT MAKES YOUR
BUSINESS UNIQUE?

This is the oldest store in Bedford
and it has been in continuous operation
since 1956, just with different owners,
and our customers range in age from
their 20s to their 90s, because this store
has been around so long. Also, we really
try hard to carry things made in the
United States.

YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE:
My vision is Bedford becomes even

more of a tourist attraction. I want for
us to capitalize on all the positive things
we’ve already done and not be satisfied
with that and keep improving.

By Jocelyn Brumbaugh
Gazette Staff Writer

While one might think
that Bedford’s local
economy is heavily

impacted by the Omni Bedford
Springs Resort, the resort relies
on the local economy and its
vendors just as much.

Paul Sherlock, director of
operations at the Bedford
Springs, explained that one of
the Omni’s company objectives
is to integrate the flavors, prod-
ucts and overall influence from
the culture surrounding each
resort location. But it’s more
than just local vendors, he said. 

“We need to be engrained in
the community,” he said, men-
tioning the resort’s involvement
in the Bedford County Develop-
ment Association, the county
chamber of commerce, Down-
town Bedford Inc. and other
local civic events.
“Being here means being
involved,” Sherlock added.

Sherlocked continued by
explaining that each Omni
property offers local products,
but it also includes local electri-
cians, plumbers, carpeting and
air conditioning businesses to
keep the resort going year-
round. 

The advantages of using local
vendors and contractors is obvi-
ous, Sherlock said.

“You’re picking up a phone
and talking to the owner per-
sonally,” he said, rather than
dealing with large corporations.
“That’s where you feel the small
town advantages.”

Bob Page, who directs sales
and marketing for the resort,
explained that using local con-
tractors and businesses boosts
the local job market, which cre-
ates a cycle of supporting the
economy through word of
mouth. 

“We send over 400 of our asso-
ciates with paychecks into the
local economy,” Sherlock said,
saying if the associates have
seen a local business’s reputa-
tion first-hand while at the
resort, they’re likely to consult
them for their own use. Page
explained that the vendors sell
the resort and the associates
sell the vendors.

“That’s where the trickle
down happens,” Sherlock said. 

The resort even recruits
interns and associates from uni-
versities and colleges surround-
ing the Bedford Springs, with
Penn State, Indiana University
of Pennsylvania and Allegany
College of Maryland as exam-

ples. When these workers come
to the area, Sherlock said,
they’re referred to area renters
and realtors, and even local
businesses to furnish their new
homes or apartments. 

Visitors to any of the Bedford
Springs restaurants will have
the chance to taste menu items
that aren’t available anywhere
else in the world, according to
executive chef David Noto.

For example, Sherwood
Farms in Everett supplies the
resort with prime cuts of beef
for banquets, roasts for roast
beef and all hamburger, all from
cows raised in Everett. Noto
added that the hamburger
blend at the resort is a cus-
tomized blend with specific cuts
and aging, which can’t be found
anywhere else.

“We get a very specific flavor
when it comes to our hamburg-
ers,” he said.

Noto also orders in custom
cheese flavors from Hidden
Hills Farm in Everett and Van
Grouw Dairy in Berlin, along
with special orders of sea salt
and black cracked pepper pop-
corn from Bedford Candies.
Everything Tea also supplies
custom tea blends for guests to
enjoy.

Using local vendors allows
visitors and associates to actual-
ly visit where their food or
drinks are made, Noto said.
Local vendors also love the per-
sonal connection with visitors
and showing how their product
is made, he said. Briar Valley

Winery in Bedford even con-
ducts private tastings and class-
es for resort visitors, for exam-
ple. 

Guests also often ask where
to get certain products found
on-site, Sherlock said, and
associates send them to
Everything Tea, Bedford
Banjo Shop, Keystone Can-
dies and Backstage Alpaca
Shop, to get the items they
want to take home with them. 

“That’s what we find—that
a lot of people want that local
experience,” he said. 

Noto said he always wants
to use local vendors and prod-
ucts more, even if it’s more
difficult to do so.

“I always say ‘look where
we are — we should be,’” he
said. 

For example, JB Swift 1855
Beef has two plants, but Noto
said the resort specifically
requests their beef come from
its Souderton location. 

Other items coming out of
the kitchen aim to incorporate
recipes of the community,
with gobs and shoo-fly pie as
examples.

“We look for those flavors,”
Noto said, adding that he is
constantly looking for other
new ideas and trends. 

Noto also mentioned that
herbs and vegetables are
grown on-site at the resort,
which allows the kitchen to
offer direct farm to table
menu items “when possible.” 

“We do what we can when

we have it,” Noto said, adding
that the growing season in the
area for certain crops is only
about four months out of the
year. 

For beverage options, Noto is
always looking for small, local,
craft distilleries to offer rare
products. Thanks to a little his-
tory and Wigle Whiskey in
Pittsburgh, the Omni Bedford
Springs has its own custom
whiskey.

The whiskey, called “1796”
after the year of the resort’s
founding, came as the result of
a little research, followed by
training and testing of the
product.

Sherlock, a history fan,
found the company and con-
tacted the owner, after which
he learned the significance of
the Bedford area to the
Whiskey Rebellion. Then,
resort historian Bill Defibaugh
revealed that his father had
owned Defibaugh’s Tavern
decades ago and had personal-
ly worked to expand the Wigle
Whiskey company.

“We said, ‘we have to feature
this,’” Sherlock said. 

Along with Briar Valley
Winery, the resort offers local
beers as well, such as Troeg’s,
Penn, Victory, Brickhouse and
of course, Yuengling. 

“We’re on the look out for
new breweries all the time,”
Sherlock said. 

Six of the taps in each
restaurant feature local drafts
and each month, a local beer is
featured, Noto added.

This summer, the resort is
even featuring locally made
and bottled sodas. Root beers
and cream sodas from Red
Ribbon in Natrona and Kutz-
town Bottling Works in Kutz-
town have been a popular item
this season so far, Sherlock
said.

“It’s a throwback to those
kind of things,” he said. 

With new companies coming
to the area constantly, Page
said there’s always an oppor-
tunity to partner with them
and offer new products to visi-
tors. Sherlock agreed.

“If they have a quality prod-
uct, we’ll give them the vol-
ume,” he said.

Sherlock added that the
resort “has something of envy
to everyone else,” and the Bed-
ford Springs feels the same
about the Bedford community.

“If we can be part of that
lure, we’ll do whatever we
can,” Sherlock said. 

Omni integrates local flavors
Van Grouw Farms, Berlin, Pa. 

Hidden Hills Dairy, Everett, Pa.
Sherwood Farms, Everett, Pa. 
White Oak Farms, Everett, Pa. 
Pekin Paradise, Hamburg, Pa. 

Elysian Fields, Waynesburg, Pa.
Bumbleberry Farms, Somerset, Pa.

Paul Bunyan Sugar Camp, Somerset, Pa. 
Smith Organic Farms, Bedford, Pa. 

Herr’s Foods, Nottingham, Pa.
Gallikers Dairy, Johnstown, Pa.
Wigle Whiskey, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Red Ribbon, Natrona, Pa.
Briar Valley Winery, Bedford, Pa.

Bedford Candies, Bedford, Pa.
Kutztown Bottleworks, Kutztown, Pa.

Everything Tea, Bedford, Pa.
JB Swift 1855 Beef, Bedford, Pa.

Area food and beverage vendors:
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  The Bedford County Chamber 
of Commerce has been helping to 
connect and build the Bedford 
County business community for 
more than 25 years, committed to 
helping our region grow and      
prosper. 

  We believe that the strength of 
LOCAL business comes from 
relationships. That’s why we offer 
events & programs that provide   
networking opportunities: to allow 
our members to make important 
business connections, to foster     
significant relationships, and to 
support LOCAL business. 

     For businesses, organizations
and individuals who are Chamber
members, we THANK YOU for 
your support & look forward to 
continuing to work with you and 
for you.

     For those who are not-yet mem-
bers of the Chamber, we invite you 
to learn about our programs and 
events during our JOIN-IN JUNE 
Membership Drive, during which
you can reap the extra benefits of 
Chamber marketing & exposure. 

     Call or stop by our office at 125 
South Juliana Street, and talk to us 
about how Chamber Membership 
can benefit your business.  
     Then consider joining us as we 
work together to make our region a 
wonderful place to live, work, play
and prosper.

Monthly Mixers

AActive
Shooter

& Intruder
TTraining

for Business

Thurs. Aug. 21—8am & 12:30pm 
at Bedford Co. Technical Ctr.

Registration Required  
(Not-Yet Members Welcome) 

Scan to View Offers!

Advantage Cards
for all Member 

Employees
with access to many

Discounts & Specials
from your fellow members.

BUY LOCAL Messaging 
FREE

with Chamber Membership

SAVE the DATE: 
Wed. Sept. 17th

Luncheon | Expo |  Mixer
Sponsorships Available 

Exhibit  or Simply Attend

Learn more about Chamber programs, events and benefits online:  

www.BedfordCountyChamber.com 

Annual Dinner
&& Awards

Honoring LOCAL 
Business Excellence 

November 20th 
Omni Bedford Springs

(Nomination Forms Available June 30th)

Chamber
Awards

JOHNSTOWN
1407 Scalp Avenue 

Johnstown, PA 15904
Phone: 814-269-9300

PITTSBURGH
1051 Brinton Road

Pittsburgh, PA 15221
Phone:  412-371-9073

�Commissioning

�Mechanical Engineering

� Electrical Engineering

�Plumbing Engineering

� Life Safety Engineering

� Fire Protection Engineering

� Telecommunications

�Civil Engineering

� Structural Engineering

� Surveying

� Energy Management

�Construction Phase Services

www.hflenz.com

Engineers    Planners   Surveyors   Energy Consultants

Over Six 
Decades of
Engineering
Excellence

H.F. LENZ 
COMPANY

OHIO
322 State Street

Conneaut, OH 44030
Phone: 440-599-7800
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LAMBERT’S
CUSTOM FRAMING
STEVE & DONNA LAMBERT,

OWNERS

WHAT DOES BEING A MEMBER

OF DBI MEAN TO YOU?
For us, it’s networking and having

someone to promote your business fur-
ther than what you can yourself. It’s
great to have that support of a wider
range of promotions.

WHAT MAKES YOUR

BUSINESS UNIQUE?
Quality framing at reasonable prices.

Our frames cost lest than the big box
stores.We’ve provided quality framing
for 30 years as well as good, friendly
customer service.

YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE:
As downtown grows, our business

will grow. As we increase our business
and products we can offer more to our
customers. As the town grows, our cus-
tomer base will grow.

By Elizabeth Coyle
Gazette Associate Editor

The Bedford Springs has
been a positive influ-
ence on the economy,

real estate leaders in Bedford
County said, but its influence
on housing and rentals over-
all has been more of a matter
of six degrees of separation,
to borrow a phrase.

Since the Springs reopened
in 2007, the country has gone
through the Great Recession
in which the housing collapse
led the economy into double-
digit inflation and all the
other economic woes Ameri-
can suffered.

The Springs probably
helped prop up a small seg-
ment of housing prices, said
Sean Bardell,
realtor/appraiser with
Howard Hanna Johnston
Realty. The so-called “top-
sider” homes near the
Springs did increase in
value, he said.

Otherwise, “I don’t see
where it really had a huge
impact on real estate around
here,” Bardell said.

Linda Bullington of Cen-
tral Pennsylvania Real
Estate said the Springs
brought in a better down-
town area for Bedford and
the spinoff of more shops and
businesses.

But it’s not had a direct
impact on housing or on
rentals, either.

“I don’t think it’s a driving
force,” Bullington said. “I
think it’s wonderful they’re
here. I think it’s fantastic.
They’re the crown jewel of
Bedford,” Bullington said.

John Black, partner of
Coldwell Banker SKS Realty,
said the opening of the Omni
Bedford Springs was a boon
to all of Bedford County.

“The influx of visitors has
in one way or another helped
all county residents. Visitors
to the Springs buy gas, they
eat at various restaurants,
visit the shops, not just in
Bedford but all over the
county, and in general serve
as a boost to the local econo-
my,” he said.

His partner, Melinda
Feaster, Coldwell Banker’s
broker, said the Springs has
brought more visitors, help-
ing local business. And it has
brought more traffic to the
office between the Bedford
County Visitors Bureau and

the Bedford County Chamber
of Commerce. That’s where
they can see the current list-
ings in the front window, giv-
ing the homes for sale more
exposure.

Feaster said it’s provided
more jobs/careers for people,
which in turn made it possi-
ble for them to buy homes.

“We have also seen evi-
dence of some Springs visi-
tors falling in love with the
county and purchasing vaca-
tion  homes and in some
cases deciding to move here
on a permanent basis,” Black
and Feaster said. 

Housing is turning around
in general in the Bedford
County area, realtors said.

Bullington said it seemed
that the downturn hit a rural
area like Bedford County
later in the country-wide
recession but it also meant
the area was later coming
out of the recession.

“I think we’re at the tail end
of it,” she said. Buyers in this
area are m ore conservative to
start with so they aren’t

impulsive buyers to start with.
The real help for the hous-

ing market right now is inter-
est rates that are very attrac-
tive.

“The real estate market is
very busy right now and the

interest rates are very low,”
Bardell said. “Right now is a
good time in real estate. It’s
good again.”

Bullington agreed.
“I think there’s some heal-

ing,” she added.

Springs visitors fall in love with area

Gazette photos/Elizabeth Coyle
The “topsider” homes, like the one above, near the Springs, have increased in value.

Housing, in general, in the Bedford County area is turning around, realtors say.
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ZIMMERMANS HARDWARE & 
SUPPLY CO., INC.

WE APPRECIATE YOUR
LOYAL PATRONAGE!

We Deliver Your Materials Where and When You Want Them

PLUMBING
• Submersible Well Pumps

A.Y. McDonald, Myers

• Sewage Pumps by Goulds, Wayne

• PVC 40 & Fittings

• PVC 80 Pipe & Fittings

• SDR 35 Gasketed Pipe & Fittings

• Culvert Pipe

• Black & Galvanize Pipe 
& Fittings

CUSTOM SERVICES
• Pipe Cutting & Threading 1/8” 

to 4”

• Window & Screen Repairs

• Window Blind Cutting

• Welding Supplies

• Safety Equipment

• Furnace Parts

• All Types Duct Work

Serving the 
Home Owners,
Farm Families,
Commercial/

Industrial 
Consumers 

and 
Contractors 
in a Three 

County Area!

2011, 2012,

Bill Bob Tom Carolyn Gene

Kay Brian Eddie Lori

Randy Roy Luella Cory Garrett

Not
Pictured 

was
Jim

ELECTRICAL
• Main Breaker Panel Boxes by

Murray, Square D

• Circuit Breakers by Murray, Square D, ITE, 
Zin 260, Cutler Hammer, Wadsworth, Federal 
Pacific, General Electric

• PVC40 Conduit & Fittings

• EMT Conduit

• Rigid Conduit

• Complete Stock of Wire & Service Cable
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MIRROR MIRROR
BOUTIQUE

PATTY CHANCELLOR &
MIA SHIPLEY, OWNERS

WHAT DOES BEING A MEMBER

OF DBI MEAN TO YOU?
DBI is very helpful as far as promo-

tions.They’re our favorite organization
and the organization that we benefit
most from.Tonya’s doing an awesome
job. She’s very helpful and brings a lot
of fun events downtown.

WHAT MAKES YOUR

BUSINESS UNIQUE?
We have very trendy things.We go to

New York City fashion shows and bring
current trends to the area at affordable
prices.

YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE:
We’d love to carry men’s fashion as

well women’s plus sizes.We also hope
to one day sell kid’s clothes.There’s
nowhere that has all that in this area.

By Elizabeth Coyle
Gazette Associate Editor

Downtown Bedford has
seen a change over the
past 15 years, and the

metamorphosis has created a
draw from local residents, visi-
tors, outside investors, even the
national media.

Since the Main Street pro-
gram was adopted in 2001,
there have been rehabilitated
buildings, a drop in vacancy
rates, existing businesses that
changed their look and new
businesses that enhanced the
downtown area.

Downtown Bedford Inc., the
organization created by the
Main Street program, was
named to the National Main
Street Center’s Top 10 in
March 2014 for its efforts to
transform the district.

The organization laid out to
the national committee that
chose DBI how it has respond-
ed to four areas: economic
restructuring; design, promo-
tions and organizations.

In its application, it laid out
how the downtown area is a
great place to visit, work, live
and play.

DBI’s main street manager,
Tonya Grimes, said in her Main
Street application that new
and “energetic” building own-
ers have spent more than $1
million in private money to
revitalize historic properties
that have reflected DBI’s focus
on stereoscope and face
improvements.

“This in turn has inspired
current building owners and
deteriorating buildings to rein-
vest in their buildings as well,”
she wrote.

Tom Salmon, one of the pro-
prietors of the Golden Eagle
Inn on Pitt Street, said what he
likes is the interest customers
are showing to the number of
food options in town.

“We’re very happy with the
direction things are taking
right now. We think things of
kind of popping down here,”
Salmon said. He and his wife,
Mary Jane, and her family
bought into the inn/restaurant
last year.

“I think a lot of us feel with
the food options and the desire
for food diversity here, it feels
like a pretty exciting time to be
here,” he said.

The changes stemming from
DBI projects have made a dif-
ference, Salmon said. When
Mary Jane’s grandfather, a
World War II veteran passed
away, DBI put a photo of
William Gormon on the map
right outside the door.

“We think what DBI is dop-
ing is very much in the inter-
ests of downtown Bedford,” he
said. The selection of shops
cater to the “idiosyncratic”
tastes of guests who stay the
Golden Eagle’s inn.

The business felt comfortable
enough with its success that it
added a small pub in its down-
stairs level.

“We’re very happy on all
fronts with the activities and
the guests and the way the
town has been supporting our
restaurant and our inn,”
Salmon said.

The improvements have
included new  sidewalks, wel-
come banners, and markers to
designate a historic walking
tour.

Bob Mitchell has been in
downtown Bedford for about 33
years and he said the improve-
ments are noticeable.

“I really like the things
they’ve done with the stereo-
scope. It’s really, really made
the town look nice,” Mitchell
said. The sidewalks and other
improvements were an incon-
venience and cut into business
when they were put in a couple

years ago. He’s looking for the
long-term gain from those
improvements.

Owner of a building that’s
been in Bedford since 1771,
Mitchell said being in a his-
toric district — which includes
required approval from the
borough’s architectural review
board of certain changes to
buildings — has its draw-
backs. On the other hand, “It’s
necessary so there’s no crazy
things going on.”

DBI works with the borough
and the Historic Architecture
Review Board to enhance and
preserve the historic buildings
in town. DBI has distributed
more than $170,000 in state
funding toward facade proj-
ects. That’s been matched
with more than $225,000 of
private funding.

The town attracted

MSNBC’s “Your Business” last
August highlighting the town’s
success in the aftermath of
recession.

These successes come
through the many partner-
ships DBI has in the borough,
the Bedford County Chamber
of Commerce, Bedford County
Visitors Bureau and the vari-
ous companies that support
they have provided over the
years since DBI was formed,
Grimes noted.

“In a slow economy, out busi-
nesses have not only grown,
but they are thriving thanks to
the partnerships and coopera-
tive efforts of our Main Street
program, community mem-
bers, business leaders, local
government workers and our
clubs/organizations who not
only care, but care enough to
take action,” Grimes said.

Downtown Bedford Inc. sets pace
for winning national recognition

Gazette photos/Cara Beemiller
Revitalizing historic properties and streetscaping efforts have made the downtown

area more appealing to visitors.



By Harry Zimbler
For The Gazette

Each year the Depart-
ment of Community and
Economic Development

and the Team Pennsylvania
Foundation seek nominations
for businesses and institutions
that generate significant eco-
nomic activity resulting in
additional jobs.

This year, the Omni Bedford
Springs Resort was honored
with a nomination. Looking at
the resort's overall importance
to the Bedford County commu-
nity, it is easy to understand
why.

For 17+ years, the history
and majestic beauty of the
Bedford Springs sat idly by as
Bedford County wondered if it
would ever again reclaim its
heyday of hospitality and com-
munity relationships.

Then, with federal, state,
county and local groups join-
ing together, the project
became a reality. It would
take years of refurbishing the
resort, but once reopened it
would become a major desti-
nation property for travelers
and businesses alike.

By 2014, the Omni Bedford
Springs was worthy of a Gov-
ernor's ImPAct award for the
extraordinary connections it
has established within Bed-
ford County and the surround-
ing region.

The property features 216
beautifully appointed guest
rooms, 20,000 square-feet of
meeting space, a world-class
spa and an award-winning
golf course. Its indoor pool
was one of the first in the
nation. 

The Springs' history of host-
ing American presidents and
major statesmen over two+
centuries is unrivaled.  And
its attention to health and
well being provides a signifi-
cant contribution to Bedford
County and all of Pennsylva-
nia.

Each year the Springs hosts
about 100,000 people, generat-
ing $250,000 in room taxes for
the Bedford County Visitor's
Bureau. In the past two years,
$917,000 in property taxes
was paid.

The Springs makes a

tremendous effort to support
local businesses. It has helped
Downtown Bedford earn
recognition as a Great Ameri-
can Main Street.

The management of Bedford
Springs purchases produce,
meats and cheeses from local
purveyors. It has established
a cordial relationship with
many Bedford County restau-
rants and retail shops, often

referring visitors to those
businesses.

Many members of the
Springs staff play active roles
in community organizations.
They serve as volunteers for
important community groups
and as members of economic-
related boards of directors.

The Resort uses its meeting
and banquet space and golf
course to host many events for

local non-profits. There is no
question that the Omni Bed-
ford Springs is actively
involved in the Bedford Coun-
ty community.

The management of the
Springs is willing to help how-
ever it can when economic
development is possible. With
about 420 employees and
many young interns, The
Omni Bedford Springs Resort
and Spa makes a profound
impact on the entire region
surrounding Bedford County.
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*Discounted models vary and may not include model shown. Offers valid for a limited time. See dealer for details.

FACTORY
CLEARANCE
EVENT
GET THE LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR AND OUR
INDUSTRY-BEST 5-YEAR POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

GET UP TO $1000 OFF
ON SELECT CLEARANCE

16-SERIES MODELS.*
Plus, additional Red Tag Savings.

LEADER’S FARM EQUIPMENT
127 Equipment Rd.  •  Everett, PA 15537

814.652.2809  •  www.leadersfarmequipment.com
leadersfarmequipment@hotmail.com

Jesse Topper
STATE 

REPRESENTATIVE
78th Legislative District

I will continue to fight to 
preserve our values.

Paid for by “Friends of Jesse Topper”

Bedford County continues to be one of the best places
in Pennsylvania to live and work. There are countless

opportunities in our local industries and our work
force. I will continue to work with you to strengthen

the area’s economy as Bedford County businesses
compete both locally and internationally.

D
O

W
N

TO
W

N
 B

ED
FO

R
D

 IN
C

O
R

PO
R

A
TED

M
em

ber Since 2
001

MITCHELL
JEWELERS

BOB MITCHELL, OWNER

WHAT DOES BEING A MEMBER OF

DBI MEAN TO YOU?
The landscaping and the lamp posts

and sidewalks make downtown really
attractive. Salesmen who come in all
comment on that. Some small towns are
dead but I think we have a very active
downtown.

WHAT MAKES YOUR

BUSINESS UNIQUE?
We sell a quality product at good price

points.We never deviate off presenting
good quality products. Repairs are done
right and in a timely manner with good
overall service.

YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE:
Downtown people caring for their

buildings and businesses and trying to
present good products and a pleasant
atmosphere for locals and visitors. Also,
maintaining the advances we have already
made in downtown and keep improving
on them.

Springs packs powerful economic punch
Governor's ImPAct Award nominee generates jobs

These photos show, above, the famous “Tiny Tim” hole, a short par three, over water,
to a bunkered, mounded green, and, below, a portion of the resort’s spa. 
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ELECTRICAL, HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION
Residential • Industrial • Commercial

ELECTRICAL SERVICES • DESIGN BUILT PROJECTS CUSTOM LIGHTING PROJECTS
NEW CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL • HEAT PUMPS • AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION • OIL FIRED FURNACES & BOILERS 
ELECTRICAL MAINTENANCE • BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE

110 School Street, Bedford, Pa.
623-8159 • 800-296-8159

Major Credit Cards Accepted

Serving Bedford County for over 50 Years
It’s Hard to Stop A Trane

PA #019553
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Gazette photo/Cara Beemiller
In March, Downtown Bedford’s Main Street program was selected by the National Trust

for Historic Preservation as a semi-finalist for the 2014 Great American Main Street Award.



By Jocelyn Brumbaugh
Gazette Staff Writer

Shelley Miller, one of the
owners of Get Out and
Play Outfitters, said her

business has grown “tremen-
dously” since working with
the Omni Bedford Springs
resort.

The resort contracts with
Get Out and Play Outfitters,
based out of Cumberland,
Md., to provide children’s
activities like fishing lessons,
geocaching, arts and crafts,
outdoor recreational adven-
tures like Segway and UTV
tours for adults and team-
building events for corporate
groups visiting the resort. 

Miller worked with the
resort before it reopened and
even recalls guiding groups
while wearing hard hats
when the property was under
construction. However, since
the opening of Omni Bedford
Springs, Get Out and Play
has been able to expand.

“Through the existence of
the resort, these programs
have developed,” she said.

Miller said the business
couldn’t exist without the
help of the local community,
explaining that her company
is able to partner and make
arrangements with local
guides, parks and organiza-
tions to offer even more activ-
ities to guests of the Springs.
For the rising demand in
horseback riding, Miller
reached out to Bedford Coun-
ty Horseplay. For peaked
interest in fly-fishing, Miller
reached out to a few local
instructors as well as Four
Seasons Fly-Fishing Guide
Service, based out of Boiling
Springs. 

When Miller first contacted
the Bedford County Sports-
men’s Club about helping to
offer guests the chance to
learn more about trapshoot-
ing, the organization was a
bit hesitant, she said, but
eventually agreed and has
been cooperative to work with

and offer visitors a diverse
experience. 

Get Out and Play has even
held a job fair at Bedford
High School to recruit local
students to help with chil-

dren’s activities and tours for
the summer months. 

The company also takes
guests canoeing and kayak-
ing at Shawnee State Park to
take in the views.

“Guests always say, ‘This is
such an incredibly beautiful
area,’” Miller said. 

Miller said guests not only
love the historical back-
ground and natural resources
of the area, but the people.

“They really love the com-
munity,” Miller said, pointing
out that the downtown Bed-
ford area and its coffee shops,
candy stores and winery are
some of the most popular
attractions.

When corporate groups
visit the resort for team-
building retreats, Miller
described an “Amazing Race”-
style competition that
requires the guests to go
through a series of activities
in the downtown stores, Old
Bedford Village, the Briar
Valley Winery, some of the
area’s covered bridges and
eventually, the Jean Bonnet
tavern. 

“We try to show off the key,
highlighted places of the com-
munity so that when they
leave here, they’ve actually
experienced and seen the
area,” Miller said. 

To make things easier, the
local community is helpful
every step of the way, Miller
added, offering ideas, support
and assistance. Miller said
that this is the reason why
she feels Bedford County’s
people are the number one
resource in the area.

“Your community is a rare
find,” she said. “The down-

town area and stores are visi-
tor-friendly and understand
partnership.”

An example of this partner-
ship is when one restaurant
fills up, their staff will recom-
mend another one close-by,

even if the eatery is techni-
cally their competition, so
that guests are guaranteed to
have a good experience while
in town.

“Guests appreciate that
and so do we,” Miller said.

“That’s a fabulous attitude.”
Miller said Get Out and

Play has “really grown to
being an integral part” of the
resort and also because of the
community, the business has
grown. For example, UTV
and Segway tours were not
offered when the business
first contracted with Omni
Bedford Springs.

“We feel really blessed to be
able to work in the area,” she
said. “We’re proud to repre-
sent the Springs.”

To keep things fresh, Miller
said each year, the company
tries to add new activities
and encourage locals to come
visit the resort and partici-
pate in the variety of recre-
ation. Get Out and Play will
soon offer archery and for its
team-building tours, an
obstacle course will soon be
available.
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Structural Fiberglass, Inc.
814-623-0458  814-623-0978 fax

4766 Business Route 220 North
P.O. Box 615, Bedford, PA 15522
e-mail: strlfgls@embarqmail.com

Engineering and fabrication of fiberglass reinforced plastics

www.structuralfiberglass.com

� Walkways
� Platforms
� Handrails

� Ladders
� Stairways
� Supports

Get Out and Play helps visitors enjoy recreation

—Photos submitted
Above, a kayaker smiles

while taking a cruise at
Shawnee State Park while
visiting Omni Bedford
Springs. Get Out and Play
Outfitters, the resort’s
contracted recreation
provider, takes canoe and
kayak trips to the park to
give visitors a real tour of
the area. At far right, a
group of children visiting
the Omni Bedford Springs
resort participates in geo-
caching, a type of high
tech treasure hunting, one
of many activities offered
by Get Out and Play Out-
fitters. At right, visitors to
the Omni Bedford Springs
Resort can take advantage
of horseback riding
thanks to Get Out and
Play Outfitters’ partner-
ship with the Bedford
County Horseplay.

—Photos submitted
Above, Get Out and Play

Outfitters provides guests
to the Omni Bedford
Springs resort with a vari-
ety of recreational and out-
door activities, such as
Segway tours around the
resort property. At right,
children participating in
arts and crafts with Get
Out and Play Outfitters at
Omni Bedford Springs
show off their master-
pieces.

This visitor had the
chance to travel to Yellow
Creek for some fly-fishing
lessons.



By Harry Zimbler
For The Gazette

The rebirth of the Bedford
Springs Resort and Spa in
2007 was, as Travel +

Leisure magazine said, “miracu-
lous.” 

It was, in fact, an example of
what can be done when the pub-
lic and private sectors work
hand-in-hand to complete a
project. 

The $120 million restoration
required private capital invest-
ment as well as financial assis-
tance and expeditious approvals
from federal, state, county and
local public officials.

The offices of State Senator
Robert Jubelirer and United
States Congressman Bud Shus-
ter, and later Congressman Bill
Shuster, worked tirelessly to
guarantee the project's eventual
success.

It was easy to understand the
Spring's rich history, which
began in the 18th century. After
it reopened in 2007, it was pos-
sible to see that the resort has a
bright future as well. 

“I was happy to facilitate the
federal investment which devel-
oped the road and infrastruc-
ture around the Bedford
Springs Resort,” said Congress-
man Bill Shuster. “I am proud to
have such a notable landmark
located right here in the 9th
District.” 

In December of this year, Sen-
ator John Wozniak will begin
representing Bedford County,
taking over for Senator John
Eichelberger as districts are
realigned.

“State investment can help
bolster regional projects that
have a broad economic impact,”
said Senator Wozniak. “As is the
case with the National Histori-
cal Landmark, Bedford Springs
Resort.  This project - aided by
the state's investment of more
than $20 million - helped lever-
age millions in private dollars
that were combined to reignite
economic activity at the nation-
ally-known, but formerly idle,
facility. More than 100,000 visi-
tors now come to Bedford Coun-
ty each year to enjoy the hotel.”

Wozniak recognizes that
tourism and hospitality are vital
to the health of Bedford Coun-
ty's economy. That's why he had
the Senate policy committee
travel to Bedford earlier this
year. The hearing heard from
Bedford County's local officials,
business groups, and economic
development professionals
about how the region has used
its natural resources in conjunc-
tion with the Progress Fund to

aid businesses in the area.
Bedford County's Commis-

sioners also see the value of
partnerships.

“Working partnerships
between the public and private
sectors are the most profitable,”
said Commissioner Paul Crooks.
Thanks to such a partnership,
Bedford County is benefitting
from a major economic genera-
tor.

“The Springs buys a lot of
their food and operating sup-
plies locally,” Crooks noted. “It
draws a lot of people to Bedford
County who shop locally and
buy fuel for the trip home. This
puts money into the local econo-
my.”

Commissioner Kirt Morris
also commented on the impact
that the Bedford Springs has on
the county and region.

“I am a believer that all proj-
ects have a greater chance of
success and produce better
results when people work
together,” said Commissioner
Morris. “The success in Bedford
County is a result of the public
and private sectors realizing
that we all have a common goal
of making Bedford County the
best it can be.”

According to Commissioner
Morris, the Springs has helped
to showcase Bedford County. “In
my travels around the Com-
monwealth, I am pleasantly
surprised by the number of peo-
ple who know about the Springs
and, better yet, have come to
Bedford County for a visit to the
Springs. It's a draw, a focal point
t for the county and a great tool
to bring visitors to Bedford
County.”

Commissioner Dallara said
that the “relationship between
the Bedford Springs Resort and
Spa and the community of Bed-
ford and County Government
could serve as a model that oth-
ers would be wise to study. The
Bedford Springs Resort and Spa
contributes approximately $11
million dollars in local con-
sumer spending impact in the
county each year.”
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118 South Richard St., Bedford • 623-0626   

Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 9-5, Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-3

www.impressivefloors.net

Over the past several years, our company has been privileged to work on several 
development projects throughout the county.  We take great pride in delivering ImPressive
Floors to local banks, hospitals, schools, restaurants, manufacturing facilities, doctor’s
offices, etc. and to work with some of the best building contractors in the industry.  Just
as important to our company is the individual homeowner who wants quality, affordable
flooring that is functional for their home.  When working with our company, no matter
how big or small the project is, rest easy knowing that we share your passion for finding
the perfect floor that will last you for many years to come and that we are just a phone call
away with the service that goes with it.

#020200

114 S. Juliana Street 
Bedford, PA

(814) 623-2187
Mon., Tues., Wed. 12-5:30
Thurs., Fri. 12-8; Sat. 10-5

www.bedfordbanjoshop.com

NEW - USED - VINTAGE
Stringed Instruments

BOUGHT - SOLD - TRADED
Accesories

Parts & Repairs

Lessons
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ELAINE’S WEARABLE ART
ELAINE HOUSEL, OWNER

WHAT DOES BEING A MEMBER OF DBI MEAN TO YOU?
As a business owner, I am a proud member of Downtown Bedford Inc.

because DBI is truly the heart of our community. Over the last several years
so much have been accomplished. Community attitudes have changed by
focusing on our downtown’s assets and potentials. Due to the many hours of
hard work and dedication by our current and past DBI Main Street
Managers, several things have been accomplished. Special events have
attracted more shoppers, visitors and excitement downtown. Grants have
made our downtown a place to be proud of. Merchants are working togeth-
er. Partnerships with other organizations such as the Bedford County
Chamber of Commerce and the Bedford County Visitors Bureau also have
promoted positive business and tourism. DBI has helped establish our
downtown as the center of community life.

WHAT MAKES YOUR STORE UNIQUE?
Elaine’s Wearable Art opened in July 1991 featuring artisan-designed jew-

elry, creative accessories and contemporary apparel. Our diverse collections
of merchandise cater to women and customers and gift buyers who want
quality and unique products that can only be found in specialty shops.We
have great sales associates who are knowledgeable and passionate about what
we sell and love to share with customers information about the newest and
latest fashion and accessory trends.We want all customers to have a great
experience. Creating excitement with in-store special events all year long
and we even mail out over 5,000 birthday cards each year to our loyal cus-
tomers. Elaine’s Wearable Art offers free gift wrapping and convenient shop-
ping’s hours seven days a week, staying open until 6 p.m. daily, Fridays and
Saturdays until 7 p.m. and Sundays 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Our second location,
Elaine’s At The Springs, opened in the Omni Bedford Springs Resort in
2008.We encourage all guests of the hotel to stop downtown and experi-
ence the unique variety of shops and eateries Bedford has to offer.

YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE:
Downtown Bedford is becoming a destination again for the next genera-

tion, it’s so encouraging to see young mothers pushing baby strollers and
shopping downtown instead of going to the mall. I see locals and visitors
walking around town, dining or going to the movies in the evenings. Our
tourism and numbers of visitors from the region continue to grow. Bedford
is still progressing and attracting new businesses and shoppers. Industries,
hopefully, will invest here because of our work ethics, image and quality of
life. Our community leaders, DBI and other organizations have made a
commitment to maintain our quaint, historical and cultural image with a
focus on the vitality and prosperity of downtown Bedford.This is a job that
is never done. My hope is the next generation will be inspired to continue.

Springs: Public-private success story

WOZNIAKSHUSTER



By Harry Zimbler
For The Gazette

The management team at
the Omni Bedford Springs
Resort and Spa is commit-

ted to service excellence and
workforce development. This
commitment is most evident in
the Springs' internship pro-
gram.

According to Paul Sherlock,
director of operations, the Omni
Bedford Springs currently has
nine interns from Penn State's
School of Hospitality. 

There are also internship
partnerships with the Indiana
University of Pennsylvania and
workforce development initia-
tives in place with the Allegany
College of Maryland and the
Bedford County Technical Cen-
ter.

One of the most compelling

success stories is that of Ingrid
Frembgen Petersen.

She began her career with an
internship at Bedford Springs
and is now an Omni Leader in
Development.

“Penn State was my way in
with Omni, “ Frembgen
Petersen. “I never knew the
Bedford Springs existed until
my advisors took me to visit.
They opened my eyes to a place
I never thought I would be able
to work.”

As she approached the end of
her internship in 2012, Fremb-
gen Petersen found that she
wanted to learn more about the
hospitality industry. She

applied for a part-time job at
the Springs and worked week-
ends in her senior year at Penn
State.

“In January I was offered the
Leader in Development posi-
tion in Food and Beverage.
During that year, I trained
alongside other managers,
supervising the different
restaurants at the property.”

Once she completed her
Leader in Development Pro-
gram she was asked to stay at
Bedford Springs and take a
position as Assistant Restau-
rant Manager. “I am now going
into my third summer season
at the property,” she said.

Frembgen Petersen
described her internship as
hands on. “I wasn't sitting in a
classroom looking at a screen
all day. I was in the field work-
ing next to my co-workers
learning about the industry. I
learned so much that a book
cannot teach you.”

To those who will follow her
career path, Frembgen
Petersen advises, “stick with it.
Don't give up. There are so
many different opportunities in
this field. From food and bever-
age to golf, marketing or culi-
nary. I thought I would never
find a job. Now, I am living my
dream.”
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POOLS AND POOL SUPPLIES
LAWN & GARDEN SEEDS

FERTILIZERS
LOOSE GARDEN SEEDS

COMPLETE LINE OF PLUMBING NEEDS
SEE OUR NEW BATH & SHOWER DISPLAY

(MANY TO CHOOSE FROM)
HEATING EQUIPMENT OF ALL TYPES:

OUTDOOR FURNACES, GEOTHERMAL INSTALLATION &
ALL YOUR AIR CONDITIONING NEEDS
STOP TODAY!  IF WE DON’T HAVE IT,

YOU DON’T NEED IT!
HOURS: M-F 7:30AM-5:30PM; SAT. 7:30AM-4PM; SUN. 9AM-2PM

EMAIL: guyshardware@embarqmail.com

GUY’S HARDWARE, INC.
S e r v i n g  B e d f o r d  C o u n t y  S i n c e  1 9 6 6

Manns Choice, PA • 623-6876

-- NOW CARRYING HUSQVARNA PRODUCTS -- 
Stop & see our new small engine shop!
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BIRD’S NEST CAFE
MICHAEL STIPANOVIC, OWNER

WHAT DOES BEING A MEMBER

OF DBI MEAN TO YOU?
DBI is a wonderful organization.

Membership is really phenomenal.There’s
many events downtown that bring in addi-
tional revenue. DBI asks me to participate
in activities and even if I’m not involved in
the event they might buy some of my
cookies or desserts to serve at the event.

WHAT MAKES YOUR

BUSINESS UNIQUE?
We offer homestyle cooking and every-

thing we serve is made fresh.We take
pride in what we’re serving here. In the
summer, we use produce from local farm-
ers and try different recipes with that. Our
atmosphere is “homey,” primitive and com-
fortable.This area is all about history, and I
think our atmosphere fits in with that. Our
staff really goes out of their way to made
our customer’s experience memorable.

YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE:
I’d like to see business continue to grow

for locals and visitors.We have to constant-
ly work hard to make this town better. I
hope to continue to ad services here and
have outdoor seating. It’s vital for me to
continue to be better and offer something
different.We will not draw visitors into
town with empty storefronts.We always
have to be thinking ahead.

By Harry Zimbler
For the Gazette

Growing the hospitality
and tourism industry
in Bedford County

demands that the local work-
force find the training oppor-
tunities necessary to prepare
for such a career.

Toward that end, the man-
agement team at the Bedford
Springs Resort and Spa helps
foster a strong partnership
with local training programs
including those at the Bedford
County Technical Center, the
Allegany College of Maryland,
Indiana University of Penn-
sylvania, and Penn State Uni-
versity.

“From my perspective, the
Bedford Springs has been a
very good partner in educa-
tion,” said David DiPasquale,
administrative director at the
Bedford County Technical
Center. “For example, employ-
ees from Bedford Springs par-
ticipate on our occupational
advisory committees and have
proctored our end of program
assessments of our student's
skills and knowledge. The
advice from these individuals
is invaluable in helping our
programs stay current with
the appropriate technology
and business information
needed to train students for
family-sustaining jobs in our
region.”

The Bedford Springs man-
agement team has nurtured
an excellent relationship with

major area schools, including
Penn State. Currently, there
are nine interns from Penn
State's hospitality program
working at the property. One
such intern, Ingrid Petersen,
moved into a responsible
management position follow-
ing her time as an intern.

“The Springs has also pro-
vided work based learning
opportunities for our stu-
dents,” said DiPasquale. “This
helps give them a leg up in
terms of readiness for the job
market.”

DiPasquale explained that
the Omni corporation has
helped the BCTC and Alle-

gany College of Maryland
(ACM) create a pipeline of
well-trained individuals ready
for today's job market.

“Bedford Springs has aided
us by enriching and expand-
ing our educational programs
to meet the needs of the busi-
ness community,” DiPasquale
said. “The partnership
between ACM and BCTC adds
a dimension of flexibility that
we need as an educational
institution. By building
strong alliances with post-sec-
ondary institutions and
Omni, the possibilities of eco-
nomic growth and expansion
are greatly improved.”

As DiPasquale and Omni
have demonstrated, education
will play a major role in Bed-
ford County's economic
growth and development.

“It has been my experience
that the Springs understands
this philosophy and is willing
to lend its extraordinary
resources to help us prepare
students for the world of
work. There is a sense of
pride when the people of Bed-
ford County talk about the
Bedford Springs and with the
$120 million renovation of the
resort, I can see only more
opportunity for our graduates
in the future.”

Fostering relationships with schools

Gazette photo/Paul Price
Allegany College of Maryland’s Bedford County Campus is located in Everett.

Forging the future of hospitality

—Continued from Page 2
Congressmen Bud and Bill

Shuster were also heroes, espe-

cially in the roles they played to
get a new road created behind
the property.

Representative Dick Hess
was a supporter who was very
helpful in facing the naysayers.

Kay Crist and Dick Bugle of
the Bedford Township Munici-
pal Authority were instrumen-
tal when it came to extending
water and sewer lines.

The Bedford County Commis-
sioners, Bedford Township
Supervisors, and the Bedford
Area School District helped
establish the Springs as a tax-
free Keystone Opportunity
Zone, no small accomplishment.
The KOZ lasted through con-
struction. Today, the Bedford
Springs Resort and Spa makes
a major contribution to the tax
rolls.

While some residents of the
area felt there was a cheaper,
better way to restore the
Springs, the vision of a first-
class facility persevered.

With a developer from Texas,
many local residents could not
believe that the project would be
completed.

But it was. And in 2007, it
reopened to great fanfare.
Today, it is managed by Omni,
one of the nation’s top hospitali-
ty organizations, a company
that fully embraces and engages
the Bedford County community,
believers and naysayers alike.

“Your 
Hometown

Jeweler”

MITCHELL 
JEWELERS

111 S. Juliana St. BEDFORD • 814-623-1326

QUALITY JEWELRY

SERVICE • REPAIR

It’s been a long and winding road ...



By Bridgett Weaver
Gazette Staff Writer

Anew clientele base,
increased revenue from
room tax and an influx of

foot traffic to the downtown
area are just a few of the posi-
tive impacts that the Omni Bed-
ford Springs Resort and Spa has
had on Bedford County.

“Since the Springs opened in
2007. it has really opened up a
new clientele for the county,”
said director of the Visitor’s
Bureau, Dennis Tice.

Bedford has risen to the occa-
sion of opening a massive resort
just outside of town.

“Bedford was a wonderful
town to start with,” Tice said.
“Since the Springs has come on
board the town has responded.” 

“It’s a very high end proper-
ty,” so the people who stay there
are accustomed to a higher
level of service and they’re will-
ing to pay for it, Tice said.
“There have been a surge in
higher end dining and eclectic
dining.”

The downtown businesses
that were already established
have done things to help the
tourists discover all that the
town has to offer. And the visi-
tors don’t just stay at the resort.
The employees at the Springs
encourage people to get out into
town to explore the area.

“One of the reasons we began
creating the smart phone video
tours was because the influx of
people,” Tice said.

The Springs has brought rev-
enue to the town by sending
people to the restaurants and
shops and by the room tax rev-
enue that is charged to each
guest at any hotel or bed and
breakfast in the county. Tice
couldn’t give an exact figure but

he said that the amount of
room tax revenue has
“increased significantly” since
the Springs made it’s return.

From donations to fundrais-
ers to community involvement
to opening the Bedford area up
to a group of people who previ-
ously knew nothing of it, the
Springs has done a lot for
Downtown Bedford and beyond,
said Tonya Grimes, Downtown
Bedford, Inc. director.

“The Bedford Springs’ part-
nership with DBI has been
strong over the years,” Grimes
said. “They provide an excep-
tional venue for our major
fundraising events. The man-
agement goes above and
beyond,” by donating nights at
Omni hotels around the country
to raise funds within the com-
munity. 

Not to mention the effect the
resort has had on the local job
market.

“The Bedford Springs has a

tremendous amount of employ-
ees who live in Bedford or the
surrounding area,” Grimes said.

The Springs has also helped
the community grow both in
notoriety and in population.

“Occasionally we hear com-
ments from the Springs visitors
looking for real estate so they
can retire to Bedford,” Grimes
said.

Kellie Goodman Shaffer,
director of the Bedford County

Chamber of Commerce, said
that the impact of the Springs
on the entire area has been
vast.

Goodman said she thinks it
opens up the area in general —
not only as a place to retire but
also as a great place to raise
children.

“It provides a gateway to our
whole area,” she said. “That
kind of impact may not be
measurable (in real numbers),
but it is really significant.”

What it’s done for the overall
image of the community is also
significant, Goodman said.

“I think that because of the
clientele the Springs brings
here it has really helped out
area to be recognized as a
whole,” she said. “It brings tens
of thousands of people to town.”

Goodman said that she does-
n’t foresee the Springs being
any less involved with the com-
munity in the future.

“I’ve seen no reason to sus-
pect them to be less generous in
the future,” Goodman said.
“They’ve given back to the com-
munity by virtue of being a
strong local business.”

The future looks bright, she
said. 

Impact has been positive in many ways
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Leigh Shaffer
Financial Advisor
10161 Lincoln Hwy, Everett
(Across from Wal-Mart Plaza)
814-623-1084
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

We support Bedford
County.

Utilizing innovative and cutting-

edge technology, along with 

knowledgeable and experienced 

industry professionals, MDL

Manufacturing is dedicated to 

understanding and exceeding your

expectations.

MDL capabilities include: 

Laser Cutting, Plasma Cutting,

CNC Machining, Welding, Robotic

Welding and Engineering. 

In addition, each project is sent

through our Finishing department

and then put through our Inspection and Testing department before

being shipped to its destination.

As MDL celebrates 27 years in business, 10 of which we are proud to say 

include permanently settling in Bedford County. We will continue to

strive to provide outstanding quality, exceptional customer service and

on-time delivery.

Visit www.mdlmanufacturing.com 
or call 814-623-0888 to arrange a tour!

www.IntegraCare.com

2200 Donahuee Manorr Roadd •• (814)) 624-0100

Senior Living With A Personal Touch

“I think its nice
we can come and
go as we please...

when I want 
to go to my 

daughter’s it’s
no problem.”

-Betty Coolbaugh

Come see why we were voted
the best 

Assisted Living Facility.
Schedule a tour today!
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Sean Bardell
814-977-8731
stbardell@yahoo.com

3581 Milligans Cove Road, Manns Choice

$450,000
MLS 25293

Makee Thee Rightt Move.... Listt Withh Us!

121 East Penn Street, Bedford
(814) 623-8622

OFFICES IN BEDFORD & ALTOONA
Visit www.johnstonrealty.com

Monday thru Friday
9 am - 6 pm

Saturday
9 am - 12 noon
Closed Sunday

Richard
Johnston
Owner/Broker

Chris Bollman
814-215-0017

christinabollman@howardhanna.com

Colleen Fix
814-977-2075
colleenfix@hotmail.com

Don Rowser
814-494-5071
rowzer5@embarqmail.com

Karen Baum
814-585-7700
karen.baum7@yahoo.com

Kay Fisher
814-623-8622
marciakfisher@yahoo.com

Patty Chwatek
814-285-0314
pchwatek@atlanticbb.net

Rita Bush
814-327-1261
ritajbush@comcast.net

Elisesha Yingling
814-494-0965
elisechac@yahoo.com

Raegan Young
814-977-9555
reagan.haverly@yahoo.com

Helixville Road, Schellsburg

$38,000
MLS 29384

853 Romesburg Road, Hyndman

$105,500
MLS 29932

135 Horton Street, Saxton

$1,360,000
MLS 31036

Church Hill Manor, Bedford

PRICE RANGES
MULTIPLE MLS#

South Juliana Street, Bedford

$35,000
MLS 31350

Heritage Road, Osterburg

$45,000
MLS 34335

1253 Helixville Road, Schellsburg

$359,900
MLS 34770

5093 Lincoln Highway, Manns Choice

$155,000
MLS 35213

Off Double K Lane, Bedford

$99,900
MLS 35971

381 Main Street, Manns Choice

$23,000
MLS 36206

239 S. Richard Street, Bedford

$215,000
MLS 36471

9320 US Route 220, Bedford

$159,900
MLS 36611

1778 Sloans Hollow Road, New Paris

$199,000
MLS 36688

Off Briar Valley Road, Bedford

$29,900
MLS 36889

104 East Pitt Street, Bedford

$150,000
MLS 36989

124 Union Street, Bedford

$59,900
MLS 37045

845 South Juliana Street, Bedford

$280,000
MLS 37165

518 Mountain View Drive, Schellsburg

$50,000
MLS 37304

588 East Watson Street, Bedford

$149,900
MLS 37479

Off Rocklick Hollow Road, New Paris

$103,000
MLS 37577

122 Plank Road, Everett

$110,000
MLS 38484

172/178 Stoney Lane, Bedford

$209,000
MLS 37887

367 Broad Street, Wood

$39,000
MLS 37960

237 North Richard Street, Bedford

$149,000
MLS 37962

10572 Clear Ridge Road, Everett

$49,000
MLS 37969

5437 Kissell Avenue, Altoona

$124,900
MLS 37990

Lot #1 Off Fleegle Road, Schellsburg

$19,500
MLS 38071

Lot #2 Off Fleegle Road, Schellsburg

$19,900
MLS 38072

Lot #10 Off Fleegle Road, Schellsburg

$19,900
MLS 38073

Lot #11 Off Fleegle Road, Schellsburg

$18,500
MLS 38075

Lot #12 Off Fleegle Road, Schellsburg

$19,500
MLS 38076

801 South Juliana Street, Bedford

$159,000
MLS 38115

100 Berry Road, Bedford

$219,900
MLS 38157

11 Lincoln Drive, Bedford

$139,900
MLS 38203

297 Sunnyside Road, Bedford

$134,900
MLS 38211

214 Camp Chalybeate Lane, Bedford

$75,000
MLS 38252

Off Fleegle Road, Bedford

$54,900
MLS 38330

Off Fleegle Road, Bedford

$49,900
MLS 38332

2113 Reynoldsdale Road, New Paris

$59,900
MLS 38389

Rocklick Road, New Paris

$38,000
MLS 38417

526-528 South Richard Street, Bedford

$150,000
MLS 38442

Off Mill Ridge Road, Everett

$58,000
MLS 38452

2027 Diehl Road, Bedford

$375,000
MLS 38642

108 Short Street, Bedford

$198,000
MLS 38675

489 Winters Road, Six Mile Run

$72,000
MLS 38678

147 Main Street, Everett

$164,500
MLS 38697

Off Fernwood Road, New Paris

$23,500
MLS 38719

Off Piney Creek Road, Clearville

$325,000
MLS 38725

2405 Piney Creek Road, Clearville

$325,000
MLS 38726

496 North Juliana Street, Bedford

$149,900
MLS 38740

1894 Quaker Valley Road, Fishertown

$133,000
MLS 38819

Pensyl Hollow Road, Bedford

$650,000
MLS 38861

146 Pinecrest Circle, Everett

$169,000
MLS 38905

218 Fairlane Drive, Bedford

$86,000
MLS 39065

611 Fish Hatchery Road, Alum Bank

$75,000
MLS 39090

Off Churchview Road, New Enterprise

$218,000
MLS 39098

3446 Churchview Road, New Enterprise

$290,000
MLS 39099

426 South Richard Street, Bedford

$169,900
MLS 39169

19987 Daugherty Street, Saxton

$95,000
MLS 39172

4322/4324 Quaker Valley Road, Alum Bank

$90,000
MLS 39173

4308 Quaker Valley Road, Alum Bank

$27,000
MLS 39175

114 Topsider Drive, Bedford

$149,900
MLS 39200

3918 Evitts Creek Road, Bedford

$169,900
MLS 39213

523 Oakwood Drive, Bedford

$279,900
MLS 39220

118 Zimmerman Lane, Bedford

$79,000
MLS 39299

243 Wayne Boulevard, Alum Bank

$57,500
MLS 39347

172 Friendship Village Road, Bedford

$2,000,000
MLS 39429

172 Friendship Village Road, Bedford

$250,000
MLS 39430

357 Edelweiss Lane, Bedford

$59,500
MLS 39462

140 5th Avenue, Bedford

$18,500
MLS 39465

472 South Imler Valley Road, Osterburg

$80,000
MLS 39520

1391 Imlertown Road, Bedford

$349,900
MLS 39508
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BEDFORD, 638 E Pitt Street • 623-6093     I EVERETT, 306 W . Main Street • 652-6093

The Hometown Bank Advantage ~ Some Advantages to Bank With Us:
• No mid day cut off - no rush to get to the bank by 2:00
• Same day credit for deposits, next day availability quicker access to your money
• Week day drive-up opens at 8:30am
• Week day lobby open til 5:00pm

• Saturday lobby & drive up open 9:00am to 12 noon
• No call center - your questions are answered by someone you know
• Check imaging provided at no charge - copies of your checks in your 

monthly statement at no charge

Member
FDIC

OUR TEAM WILL BE GLAD

TO JOIN FORCES WITH YOU!

NNOTOT
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BBANKANK,  ,  
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—Photo by Rick Shaffer

A birdʼs eye view of the Bedford Springs
This bird’s eye view of the Omni Bedford Springs shows the grand entry driveway in front of the building. Visitors often like to cross the roadway on the pedestrian bridge

above the roadway, pictured front and center, to get a wider camera view of the Springs building and front grounds.



By Holly Claycomb
Gazette Staff Writer

Business is soaring at
the Bedford County
Airport, thanks to an

improving economy, the local
airport’s proximity to I-99
and the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike and a lot of hard work.

Jim DeLong, co-owner and
general manager of Bun Air,
said business is “going great”
and credits the airport’s loca-
tion, as well as local busi-
nesses such as the Bedford
Springs Resort, Rockland and
JLG, which attract corporate
and business leaders.

“The Springs is a magnet
for the entire area,” he said,
adding that the clientele who
frequent the Springs are
upwardly mobile financially
speaking and able to travel
using small airplanes or cor-
porate jets. 

In addition to those visit-
ing the Springs, DeLong said
quite a few corporations use
the Bedford airport during
business trips. Perhaps
they’ll land and spend a few
hours at one of the local
manufacturing plants or
travel on to Altoona for busi-
ness meetings before flying
out again. Often they’ll stay
overnight either at the
Springs or elsewhere, he
said, which means the pilot
will stay in a local hotel, rent
a car, eat at local restaurants
and shop locally. In the end,
it all boosts the local econo-
my.

Sometimes business is not
what draws people through
the airport, instead it’s
because they “just like the
Bedford area,” he said, noting
that during Bedford’s Fall
Foliage Festival the airport is
kept busy.

In 2010, DeLong and his
wife Jenny purchased Bun
Air Corporation, the fixed
base operator at the airport.
Since that time they’ve
remodeled, installed new fur-
niture, added a lounge and
added amenities for pilots.
They have also worked hard
to attract more business.

As a way to attract busi-
ness and to get the younger
generation interested in fly-
ing, Bun Air is the sponsor
for the tri-county After3 pro-
gram that teaches high
school kids about aviation. If
the students attend five avia-
tion lessons throughout the
year, they earn a free flight

in an aircraft at the end of
the year during the field trip
to the airport. “Only a grass
roots effort at getting kids
into aviation is going to pro-
mote this industry,” DeLong
said.

Bun Air also works closely
with the local Civil Air Patrol
to encourage and provide
opportunities for their
squadron of cadets.  

And, many local residents
remember the past two years
of Bedford County Airport
Days, where Bun Air spon-
sored an Airport Day full of
historic aircraft, vendors, a
cruise-in and a Civil Air
Patrol fundraiser breakfast.

For the fourth year run-
ning, Bun Air will host the
Bedford Chamber of Com-
merce Business Showcase,
this year to be Sept. 17,
where local businesses set up
a booth in the new corporate
hangar and welcome the
business public to visit and
see what they have to offer.
A catered lunch with a local-
interest speaker is offered
before the Business Show-
case that day in another
hangar. The number of people
attending the event has dou-
bled since four years ago,
DeLong said, adding that a
Chamber mixer at 5 p.m.
closes out the day.

“Thanks to a great working
relationship with the Bedford
County Airport Authority,
Bun Air has been able to
grow,” DeLong said.

Work has been completed
on a new 10,000 square foot
corporate hangar — which is
already full. Last year
$900,000, part of a federal
grant, was spent on an
expanded airplane parking at
the runway, and a parking lot
was added.

The runway, at 5,005 feet,
can handle midsized to large
corporate jets, DeLong said.
He said an additional 500
feet of runway would benefit
the airport, but first “we need
to expand the infrastructure”
before making a push for
that.

Eventually though, he said
the added runway will be
needed. “Bedford County has
a gem of an airport,” he said,
explaining that the proximity
to Washington D.C. is impor-
tant as the city grows and
the suburbs expand.

DeLong said business is
also growing due to an “air

taxi” service offered by Bun
Air, along with airplane
maintenance and repair facil-
ities, not to mention fuel and
parts sales.

Bun Air is a service center
through the Cessna Aircraft
Company, DeLong said. Staff
can sell parts for and per-
form maintenance on Cessna
aircraft, both new and used.

There has also been an
uptick in traffic at the Bed-
ford County Airport since
DeLong received an Air
Charter Certificate. The on-
demand charter service is
much like an “air taxi” in
that customers can request
prices for a flight from Bed-
ford to “anywhere in the con-
tinental United States, Cana-
da, Mexico and the
Caribbean. All they need to
do is call us, email us or come
by,” he said.

In addition to ferrying cus-
tomers to and from the Bed-
ford airport, DeLong said
Bun Air can fly to other air-
ports and perform the same
type of service. For instance,
a popular trip is from the
State College airport to
Teterboro, N.J., a small air-
port near New York City. He’s
also had requests from cus-
tomers who want to be picked
up in North Carolina and
taken to Jacksonville or
picked up in New Jersey and
taken to Wisconsin. “We move
people around,” he said.

For corporations, flying
from a small airport like
Bedford to another town or
city for a meeting and then
flying home in the same day
is very cost effective, and
Bun Air can work with the
customer’s schedule, instead
of the customer working
their schedule around a
major airline, DeLong said.
In the end, businesses save
money by omitting multiple
night hotel and restaurant
expenses. Many times people
can fly out to a meeting in
the morning and be back in
their home office by lunch,
saving time, too.

DeLong said as way of an
example, that perhaps the
cost of an on-demand charter
is $6,000. That may sound
like a lot, he said, but the
cost is the same if one person
or six people go. So, if six
people are going, that’s just
$1,000 per person. If instead
—Continued on Page 15

14 — Monday, June 30, 2014 – Progress and Industry Edition, Bedford Gazette, Bedford, Pa.  

Minimally Invasive Surgery • Orthopaedic Services • Cardiology and Cardiac Rehab Services

Rehabilitative Medicine, including Aqua Therapy • OB-GYN Services, including 4-D Ultrasound

Teleconsulting services with top UPMC physicians and experts 

Imaging Services, including 3D Digital Mammography with Tomosynthesis, and DEXA Scanning

Sleep Study Laboratory • Lymphedema Care Center • Autism Services • Occupational Health Services

24-Hour Physician-Staffed Emergency Department

UPMC Bedford Memorial is home to an outstanding staff of health care

professionals who are proud to live and work right here in Bedford County.

With a strong tradition as a deeply rooted community hospital, the strength

of the hospital’s staff lies in an ability to take advantage of its UPMC

affiliation — state-of-the-art technology, advanced medical techniques,

access to hundreds of physicians and experts — and use them to care for each

and every patient as if they were taking care of their own family members.

UPMC Bedford Memorial’s high-touch/high-tech philosophy provides

patients with compassionate care and advanced technology and treatment.

And with its recent renovations and enhancements, like the region’s first

3D digital mammography unit, and a recently renovated GI lab, our

dedication to the community has never been stronger.

For more information about UPMC Bedford Memorial, or to schedule

an appointment, call 814-623-6161 or visit UPMCBedfordMemorial.com

The strengthof
UPMC is here.

Affiliated with the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine,
UPMC is ranked among the nation’s best hospitals by U.S. News & World Report.

EXPERIENCE THE
ORTHOPEDIC 
DIFFERENCE

Inquire about our Joint
Commission Certified 

Rehab Orthopedic Program

ASK FOR US BY NAME!

Business is soaring at
Bedford County Airport

Gazette photo/Holly Claycomb
The entrance to the Bedford County Airport features a sign noting the airport is the

“Gateway to the Bedford Springs Resort.” It also includes signs for Bun Air and fuel sales.



—Continued from Page 14
the same trip on a commercial
flight meant car rentals, hotel
rooms and meals for those
same six people, the cost
would far exceed the $6,000
on-demand charter, he said. 

Bun Air’s charter service
also allows families to get to
their vacation destination
much more quickly versus
driving or taking a commercial
airliner.

For people who are busy and
value their time, it’s about
enjoying time with family,
DeLong said.

DeLong said Bun Air has
four airplanes available for the
on demand charter service —
two Cessna Citations, a
Beechcraft King Air and a
Beechcraft Baron.

But, they’re not the only air-
planes housed at the airport.

The Bedford County Airport
Authority rents three corpo-
rate hangars full of aircraft,
along with T-hangars for
smaller single engine air-
planes.

About 40 airplanes call the
Bedford airport home base,
DeLong said.

Bun Air is kept busy with
fuel sales of 100LL octane
and jet fuel, parts sales,
maintenance and repair serv-
ices, on demand charter serv-
ice, flight lessons and visiting
transient pilots, and DeLong
expects to see further growth
as the economy improves.

Currently DeLong said he
is working with local compa-
nies that have expressed an
interest in corporate travel.
He also has been planning
for the future and what
needs to be done to improve
and draw even more business
to the local airport.

“I know we are in a good
location geographically,” he
said.

“The miles get much short-
er when you use an air-
plane... you go fast, go in
straight line and the world
gets much smaller,” he said.

DeLong said he and his
wife, along with their three
children, are enjoying Bed-
ford and operating Bun Air,
and they’re looking forward
to the future.

“I think this airport is well
positioned to experience con-

tinued success,” he said.
———

Bun Air can be reached at
623-8171, 1-800-296-8171 or
online at www.bunaircorp.

com. Visitors on the Web site
can request information on
charter flights, learn about
the aircraft, flight lessons
and more.
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The Best Rates
& Great Service!

Personal & Business 
Insurance

702 West Pitt Street, Bedford

814-623-1111
rwrinsurance.com

REED, WERTZ
& ROADMAN, INC.

INSURANCE AND

FINANCIAL PLANNING

Bedford Rural Electric
Cooperative Inc.

Proud to be a part of the growth in
Bedford County – where educational and
professional opportunities are increasing.

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative
814-623-5101
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KEYSTONE
CANDIES

SHARON HERLINE, OWNER

WHAT DOES BEING A MEMBER
OF DBI MEAN TO YOU?

It’s a sense of teamwork. All of the
DBI events try to bring us all together
and to be a part of them. DBI is a way
for us all to get together and help each
other.

WHAT MAKES YOUR
BUSINESS UNIQUE?

My business is very much consumer-
driven. I always ask, “How can I help
you with your event?” and if I don’t
carry what they need I always consider
that when ordering things for the store.
I try very hard to give people options
for their party or event when it comes
to themes and colors. I try to always
have something that’s unique.

YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE:
I want to continue to expand. Right

now we carry 400-500 kinds of candies.
I also want to expand the gift lines we
carry in our gift shop to what our cus-
tomers are looking for. As time goes by,
trends change. Also, the busier we are
downtown, the busier our store will be.
Heavy traffic downtown can only help
all of us.

Business is soaring at Bedford County Airport ...

By Harry Zimbler
For the Gazette

The Bedford Springs
Resort and Spa ranks at
the very top property in

the Omni portfolio, according
to Brandon Jourdan, director
of finance. He attributes this
fact to the strong relationships
that the Springs has developed
with the local communities
that surround it, as well as the
pride that Bedford County
takes in its success.

As an engine of economic
development few businesses
can lay claim to the wide
range of job-creating relation-
ships that the Bedford Springs
Resort and Spa generate.

“Our feeling is that we look
for 'local whenever possible,'”
explained Paul Sherlock, direc-
tor of operations. “We continue
to expand our local food lines.
We have local suppliers pro-
viding everything from jams
and preserves to meat.”

Both Sherlock and Jourdan

are convinced that there are
many more opportunities for
local suppliers to sell their
products and services to the
Bedford Springs Resort and
Spa.

In addition to the products
it purchases from local busi-
nesses - thus creating job
opportunities -- the Springs
contributes in ways that may
not be as obvious, though
they are equally important in
economic development circles.

For example, the Springs is
a major destination, a quality
property that draws visitors
from many cosmopolitan
areas, which helps drive the
growth and prosperity of
retail shops and restaurants.
Downtown Bedford is a thriv-
ing center that both supports,
and is supported by, the
Springs.

“We have 417 employees
working here,” said Sherlock.
“They all spend money in
Bedford County, and they are

all proud of their positions
here.”

Sherlock noted that many
of the Springs' employees are
deeply involved in the com-
munity, from helping stock
county food pantries to serv-
ing on boards of directors for
the Chamber of Commerce
and the Bedford County
Development Association. 

The Springs is an excellent
recruiting tool, serving as a
magnet for attracting new
companies to Bedford County.
Regional employers also use
it as an important tool in
entertaining clients and
employees.

“We are part of the Bedford
County community,” said
Jourdan. “We want to be a
great neighbor. We treat
many businesses downtown
as if they were our own. We
have no hesitation sending
our guests to other places in
Bedford County.”

“Keeping the Bedford

Springs Resort in top condi-
tion requires the assistance
of local partners like Clark
Construction and Impressive
Floors,” said Sherlock. “Still
we all need to do a better job
selling the hospitality indus-
try as a viable generator of
economic development.”

In some ways, the presence
of the Bedford Springs Resort
and Spa in Bedford County
drives the real estate market
because it enhances the qual-
ity life immeasurably in the
region.

Both Jourdan and Sherlock
agree that they enjoy show-
ing the facility to visitors.
“New Yorkers, for example,
don't want to leave. They feel
as though they've been
changed by their stay. We
receive amazing feedback and
look forward to including
even more local businesses in
our efforts to employ local
workers.”

Bedford Springs embraces community
Omni management believes opportunities abound



By Bridgett Weaver
Gazette Staff Writer

The Jean Bonnet and
The Union Hotel are
two historic landmarks

in Bedford County which,
despite their monumental
presence, have benefited from
the Omni Bedford Springs
Resort and Spa. 

“From day one they have
referred people to our restau-
rant,” said Melissa Jacobs,
owner of the Jean Bonnet
Tavern. “They introduce a dif-
ferent clientele.”

Jacobs said while the Jean
Bonnet was doing really well
before the Springs arrived on
the block, they have definite-
ly felt the impact of the
Springs. 

“We try to take care of their
guests,” she said, “but even
their employees support us.”
Jacobs said that there are
often times when Springs
employees can be found eat-
ing at the restaurant. 

Jeremy Weber, the operator
and general manager of the
Union Hotel in Everett said
that the tourists the Springs
have brought in have differ-
ent expectations than locals
because they are often here
on vacation and they want to
have a good time.  

“I feel like it’s put Bedford
County on the map as far as
being a higher end tourist

destination,” Weber said.
Weber said the Springs has

not only helped to bring a
new clientele into the area,
but it has also turned Bed-
ford County into a destina-
tion instead of just a stop. 

“There’s no doubt we have
people who come here from
there and vice versa,” Weber

said. “(Union guests) look at
it as an attraction that they
can go see.”

Jacobs thought the reason
for the influx has to do with
the Springs’ marketing. 

“They have a marketing
budget that far surpasses
what any of the small busi-
nesses have,” Jacobs said.

“They bring people in and it’s
everyone else’s job to help
them have a great experi-
ence.”

And the people of Bedford
County have risen to the
occasion, with store fronts
rarely being vacant down-
town, and new businesses
popping up all over the coun-
ty.

Weber said that Bedford
County has always been a
destination for people looking
for things like hunting,
nature and rafting, but the
Springs has brought in a
whole new dynamic. 

“I feel like that’s been great
for everyone,” he said. “Being
able to cater to the whole
spectrum of tourists. This
caters to just another type of
tourist — the Springs does —
which allows other business-
es to.”

Even businesses selling
similar services as the
Springs have seen a small
impact from the Springs. 

Carl Michael, owner of
Down River Golf and Country
Club, said that the Springs
has had a small impact on
their business. He said his
business from locals golfers
has increased because the
Springs is a different type of
course. 

But ultimately, Michael
said that “it’s hard to com-
pare a full-fledged resort to a
little mom and pop golf
course” because of the differ-
ence in the budgets. 

Michael also said he has
seen some business from
Springs guests who have
already played through their
course. “They’ll play the Bed-
ford Springs and then come
over and play our golf
course,” he said. 

The moral of the story,
though, is that as long as the
Springs keeps bringing
tourists in, Bedford County
will keep growing. Especially
the economy. 

Jacobs said the people the
Springs has drawn into the
area are very good for the
economy. 

“The biggest thing they
have done for Bedford County
is introduce new people to
Bedford County,” she said. “I
love it when people from out-
side the area come and spend
money in our area because it
helps our little economy.”
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Homee Heatingg Oill Deliveryy Service
Servee Gass andd Diesell to

Locall Farmers
Call us today  

623-2148
Railroad St., Bedford

“The Heat is on”

WEAVER’S
SANITATION SERVICE, INC.

96 gallon garbage carts available for residential
service for new & our existing customers

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICING
www.weaverssanitation.com

GARBAGE CARTS NOW AVAILABLE

Locally Owned & Operated In Breezewood, PA

814-735-4589 • 800-604-6065

Thanks to all 200 permanent employees for their 

dedicated service to Bedford Reinforced Plastics.

Dana LeGros Ken Morris Doug Bussard Galen Hershberger

Glenn Smith Mike Beaupre Kevin Ickes Eric Kidd

Jim Simmons Richard Sunderland Lee Bingham Rhett Funston Allen Boor Ron Grace
Brad Wise Roger Grimm Tom Wright Stanley Michuk John Heister

Don Whitfield Scott Price Tony Michuk Brad Kaiser Randy Lantz George Ritchey
Craig Callihan Andy Harr Mike Feight Justin Claybaugh Shannon Foor Jim Harbaugh

Cathy Imler Tracy Dunlap Tim Clark Ron Dibble Troy Ickes Lori Gould
Allan Miller Dawn Williams Bruce Eltman Sandy Hinson Daniel Ford Sean Whitmer

Dennis Hauze Bob Ferguson Galen McDonald Dana Morris Monty O’Neal Bridgett Diehl
Brian Shaffer

Ted Howell Jeff Guyan Nellie Timko Jane Sigel Steve Kabina Tom Trimeloni
Joel Manges Annette Berkey Mark Smith Brent Smith Heath Isenberg Rob Gipe

Joel Corle Bob Hillegass Tom Noon

Calvin Amick Kevin Beegle Bill Rose Randy Costal Christy Leslie Sara Hamilton
Nathan Feathers Andy Palmer Ryan Miller Kim Funston Ray Walter Ron Showalter

Ed Irwin Rob Brown Jen Steele Devon Weyant, Jr. Roger McGarry Rusty Dues
Joe Croyle Bill Klahre Mike Berkey Tom Miller Pin Amin Lloyd Beegle
Josh Hall Bill Cronemiller Kurt Nicodemus Ward Heming Doug Knisely Eric Tew

Joe Clemens Tonia Ickes April Conine Tim Latshaw Odd-Arne Hogset Bill Straub
Tom Straub Rick Colledge Sherry Rose Laura Smith Charlotte Steele Bill Thomas

Dave Claybaugh Brett Coppersmith Donna Wolford Justin Berger Jay Claar Dale Davis

Bill Smith Jason Clark Mike Hall Albert Corle Tiffany Knicely Mike Michuk
Seth Deremer Travis Diehl Bill Knisely Brad Barnes Seth Gates Walt Adomnik

Rod Feight Lee Shaw Bhyrav Mutnuri Jobe Beegle Wes King Jade Corley
Earl Davis Jerry Gaston Jason Gephart Bill May Colin Gillen Howard Van Schoonhoven

Chris Morris Bill Ressler Scott Finnegan LeAnn Bussard Jeremy Henderson Doug Bulger
Ron Sheirer Bruce Lockhart Matt Dohoda Gene Musselman Larry Grube Doug Heming
Josh Curry Kevin Grimes Jeff Crosten Jeff Loshaw Heidi Showalter Shelby Miller

Frank Rahm Drew Howsare Bill Baumgardner Mick Duvall Steven Whisel Ralph Feeney
Richard Shoemaker Sheila Whitfield Tracey Miller Eric Davis John Koontz Jeff Friday
Travis Rutherford Mary Lippart Frank Adomnik Eric Jacobson Rodney Sorrell Jeremy Rodgers
Devon Weyant, Sr. Don Barton Cody Ickes Ted Ollman Ryan Hall Mike Broderick

Ron Diehl Tom McCall Mike Cogan Kyle Dibert Josh Weyant Mike Whitfield
Shaun Heilman Andrew Stahl Robert Walker Guy Shaffer Zach Sheirer Lakken Claar

Daryl Cottle Rick Peterson Michael Aurite Kody Guyer Mike Keim Josh Musselman
Matt Naylor Josh Shaffer Shawn Thomas

30+ YEARS

25+ YEARS

20+ YEARS

15+ YEARS

10+ YEARS

5+ YEARS

Under 5 YEARS

814-623-0074 • 800-707-2246
477 West Pitt St., Bedford, PA 15522 

office@fortressagency.com

Fortress Insurance Agency
Auto • Home • Farms

Mobile Home
Business • Boat/ATV/Cycle

D
O

W
N

TO
W

N
 B

ED
FO

R
D

 IN
C

O
R

PO
R

A
TED

M
em

ber Since 2
006

COVE CREEK
OUTFITTERS

BOB & ERIC TURKOVICH,
OWNERS

WHAT DOES BEING A MEMBER

OF DBI MEAN TO YOU?
DBI is a group that highlights

everything Bedford has to do, like his-
tory, trails and a lot of outdoor activi-
ties.

WHAT MAKES YOUR

BUSINESS UNIQUE?
We try to have a large selection of

fine clothing and hard-to-find
firearms. I think the most unique
thing about our store is the size and
the hard-to-find brands, and that it’s a
family-owned business.

YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE:
We see our business growing as

Bedford continues to be a stop along
the way, or a weekend stop. I see
more and more people coming to
explore Bedford County, and the
more traffic that Bedford gets, the
more traffic the business will get.We
see big things happening for Bedford
County.

Businesses helping businesses

Pictured is a portion of the front of the Union Hotel in
Everett.
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CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY
OPEN - TUESDAY & THURSDAY 9-7

WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 9-5 • SATURDAY 9-2

10091 Lincoln Hwy., Everett, PA 15537
LOCATED ON RT. 30 ACROSS FROM WALMART

Phone: 814-623-6500 • www.ridefps.com

Gear Up
50% OFF
Helmets

&
Apparel

(in-stock)

25% OFF
Accessories

(in-stock)

www.everettcash.com

Farm
Insurance

is Our
Specialty

Ask about our new 
Farm Workers 

Compensation Product!

Serving PA, MD, IN, NC, VA, KY, OH, TN, GA
through Independent Insurance Agents

BOLLMAN
CHARTER SERVICE

EVERETT 623-2181

STOP BY OUR OFFICE TO PICK UP YOUR 2014 TOUR BOOK

www.bollmancharter.com
July 26, Aug 11, Sept. 6 ~ Baltimore Aquarium  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$64A
Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15, Dec. 27 ~ Moses — S & S . . . . . . . . .$135
July 8 ~ DC Zoo (Baby Pandas)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$42A
July 11-13 ~ Summer  Special — New York City  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$390
July 12 ~ Seafood Lovers — Day on the Bay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$125
July 18-20 ~ Niagara Falls & Toronto  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$560
July 20, Aug. 23 ~ Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquar.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$46
July 28-30 ~ Catch the Coast (Newport & Mystic)  . . . . . . . . . . . .$455
Aug. 2 ~ Historic Gettysburg  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$76
Aug. 2-16 ~ Yellowstone & Mt. Rushmore  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2670
Aug. 7-11 ~ Ocean City, MD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$485
Aug. 16 ~ Annapolis Naval Academy, & Cruise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$98
Aug. 19 ~ “Half Stitched” musical — Lancaster  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$91
Aug. 24 ~ “Oklahoma” — Allenberry Playhouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$83
Aug. 24-29 ~ “All Aboard” for New England  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$935
Aug. 29 ~ Pirates vs Cincinnati Reds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$92
Sept. 6 ~ One Day Rehoboth Beach  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$76
Sept. 13 ~ Blue Angels Cruise — Baltimore  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$107
Sept. 18 ~ Pirates vs Boston Redsox  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$95
Sept. 18-21 ~ Adirondack Balloon Fest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$605
Sept. 29 - Oct. 3 ~ Smoky Mountain/Dollywood  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$740
Oct. 6 ~ PA Grand Canyon — Wagon Ride  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$102
Oct. 8 ~ PA Grand Canyon — Train Ride  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$92
Oct. 14 ~ Cass Scenic Railroad, WV  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$90
Oct. 14 ~ Elk Country — Benezette, PA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$88
Oct. 19 ~ New! Disney on Ice — “Frozen”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$68
Oct. 20-25 ~ Savannah — Golden Isles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$952
Oct. 23-26 ~ Rehoboth — Sea Witch Festival  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$360
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BAD BOYZ BISTRO
BRYAN & MICHELLE SPECK,

OWNERS

WHAT DOES BEING A MEMBER

OF DBI MEAN TO YOU?
DBI is a huge asset for the business

owners of downtown.They work on
driving traffic to the downtown area in
many different ideas and events to help
the small business owners compete
against the large big box competitors.

WHAT MAKES YOUR

BUSINESS UNIQUE?
Bad Boyz fills a need in the Bedford

market a local place to grab a delicious
burger or perhaps a steak, where
friends can meet or just a quick busi-
ness lunch, also a place where the visi-
tor may come in and see a local hot spot
with its own flair.

YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE:
To grow and thrive as the downtown

area continues too.

By Harry Zimbler
For The Gazette

When companies look to
develop important
business relation-

ships, hold training or corpo-
rate meetings, or entertain
clients or high-level execu-
tives, they turn to the Bedford
Springs
Resort and
Spa.

“We are
working
with Recre-
ational
Equipment
Incorporated,” said Paul Sher-
lock, director of operations at
Bedford Springs. “They have
the same corporate ideals we
have. Their managers stay
here when they visit from
Seattle.”

The staff at the Springs is

well aware that its presence in
Bedford County is a distinct
advantage for local and region-
al businesses.

“We will work with any com-
pany to help them in their
recruiting efforts,” said Bran-
don Jourdan, director of
finance at Bedford Springs

Resort and
Spa. “We
want to
help them
sell Bedford
County.”
Jourdan

said that
Lampire Biological Laborato-
ries brings guests to the
Springs when they are hiring.

They are happy to show new
employees and clients that
Bedford County has a world-
class resort, he noted.
—Continued on Page 18

Springs provides
perfect venue for
company visitors
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MARY’S
QUILT SHOP

MARY KOVAL, OWNER

WHAT DOES BEING A MEMBER

OF DBI MEAN TO YOU?
Bedford is such a nice town and the

town is growing. DBI is always working
for us to make the downtown better.

WHAT MAKES YOUR

BUSINESS UNIQUE?
We’re a little bit different here.We

specialize in kits and projects because we
want to see you finish a project.
Everything is pre-packaged so we do a
lot of the work for you.

YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE:
I think our business and the town are

both growing quickly. I’d like to see my
business become a retreat where ladies
can come and sew and be happy. I offer
rooms where people can stay for the
weekend and just sew all day and night
and I would like to see those rooms
booked every weekend.

They are happy to show new

employees and clients that Bedford

County has a world-class resort.

—Brandon Jourdan,
director of finance at Springs
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Proud of our Past, Prepared for our Future
We Believe in Bedford County 
and Our Workforce!
This is what motivates us and has become our message…

BCDA offers assistance with:
• Available Sites and Buildings

• Low-Interest Business Financing

• Entrepreneurial Development

• Tax Free Keystone Opportunity Zones

• Workforce Development

BCDA Staff:  Terri Brumbaugh, Bette Slayton, Melanie Miller 

When there’s a need —
BCDA will find a way....

BCDA’s Board meets monthly to develop and implement economic development policies that positively affect 
Bedford County and the state.  Visit our website: www.bcda.org

Bedford County Development Association
One Corporate Drive, Bedford, PA  15522 • 814-623-4816 • info@bcda.org • www.bcda.org

BCDA BOARD MEMBERS:
Travis Collins, Chair – Everett
Bo Pratt, Vice Chair – Bedford
Scott Jones, Treasurer – Hollidaysburg
Allen Sell, Secretary – Claysburg
Bob Octavio, Asst. Treasurer – Bedford
Sean Bardell, Asst. Secretary – Dutch Corner
Marcia O’Rear, Immediate Past Chair – Buffalo Mills
John Carlin – Breezewood
Greg Krug – Pipersville

Alan Frederick – Friends Cove
Lee Bowden – Bedford
JP Tambourine – State College
Trudy Mitchell – Saxton
Linda Bullington – Manns Choice
Ted Chwatek – Bedford
Doug Gerber – Everett
David DiPasquale – Bedford
Sara Letzo – Bedford
Brandon Jourdan – Everett

EX-OFFICIO
MEMBERS:
Kirt Morris
Barry Dallara
Paul Crooks
Bedford County
Commissioners 

“Providing Quality Products & Service Since 1942”    

Bedford Farm Bureau Co-op 

Bedford 623-6194        Curryville 793-2721 
New Enterprise 766-3328         Somerset 926-4230 

FERTILIZERS 
�� Custom blend bulk dry and 

liquid fertilizers 
�� Great selection of bagged 

fertilizers 
�� Fertilizer buggy rentals 
�� Delivery 
�� GPS guided/float-truck 

spreading for   increased  
accuracy/less compaction 

�� Price lock options 

GRAIN STORAGE & 
FEED MILLING 

�� Grain bins, dryers, and 
feed mills at Bedford and 
Curryville locations 

�� Storage capacity for 
oats, barley, corn, and 
soybeans 

�� Bagged floor stock feed 
�� Custom bagged and bulk 

feed mixes 

FARM,  
HOME, & GARDEN  
RETAIL CENTER 

�� Farm Supplies 
�� Chemicals 
�� Fertilizers 
�� Forage Seeds 
�� Lawn & Garden Seeds    

& Supplies 
�� Insecticides & Fungicides 
�� Pet Feed & Supplies 
�� Much, much more 

—Continued from Page 17
“They say ‘Look what we
have’. They are loud and proud
about the Springs.”

Greg Krug, president and
CEO of Lampire, said that his
company was very excited to
see the rebirth of Bedford
Springs.

“It is a very welcome addi-
tion to Bedford County,” he
said. 

“We often entertain our
existing clients there,” Krug
said. “And it gives them a
great reason to want to come
back to Bedford County. It
helps us secure follow-up
orders.”

Krug noted that Bedford
Springs has improved Down-
town Bedford and added to the
charm of the area. “That, too,
has helped us when we bring
in potential new employees.
Before, a lot of things were
targeted for travelers on their
way through. Now, Downtown
Bedford offers a great destina-
tion.” 

Lampire’s ability to enter-
tain clients at Bedford Springs
has helped the company grow.

“We have had fruitful, pro-
ductive meetings in a world
class environment,” said Krug.
“The word is out in the phar-
maceutical industry. In fact,
we are trying to bring Penn-
sylvania Bio to Bedford
Springs.”

Pennsylvania BIO is an
annual meeting of Pennsylva-
nia’s biosciences industry, one
of the most dynamic and inno-
vative in the world.

“The Bedford Springs is a
very, very impressive place,”
Krug said. “Our clients are
often in awe. It adds a ‘wow
factor’ that we really appreci-
ate.” 

Bo Pratt, president of Rock-
land Manufacturing noted
that his company uses the
services and facilities at Bed-
ford Springs on a regular
basis. 

“It’s an excellent resource
for businesses,” he began. “It
gives our clients a reason to
stay in Bedford. Our visitors
from Europe have been very
impressed that we have such a
beautiful place in such a small
community. It certainly makes
people want to come back.”

Springs

provides

for visitors...
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10/09 KITCHEN
NICK & SARAH LETZO,

OWNERS

WHAT DOES BEING A MEMBER
OF DBI MEAN TO YOU?

Being a member of DBI, to us, wasn’t
even optional.This organization does so
much in the community, and provides so
many marketing opportunities, that we
can’t imagine why any local business
would NOT join.

WHAT MAKES YOUR
BUSINESS UNIQUE?

Our business is unique because Nick
and I are both so very involved and pas-
sionate.We never dreamed of owning a
business, we always dreamed of working
our business together.

YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE:
Our vision of the future is that we hope

to be just one of many wonderful new
businesses in this growing community,
and that we are part of the downtown
Bedford landscape for many years to
come!




